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AIPC Receives Not-For Profit Status

The AIPC recently incorporated, and is now a formal not-for profit organization. “Incorporation was another step in laying the groundwork for an organization that I hope will be around for a long time,” says Mike Undershultz, AIPC Chair. By incorporation, AIPC will receive more official recognition of their mandate and for funding. “As we move forward in our business planning process, we are not only identifying opportunities and challenges, but are also trying to find our role in the bigger picture in terms of working with both provincial and federal government initiatives. This helps set ourselves up for some longer-term direction and initiatives.” 

Undershultz explains that as AIPC has a whole suite of strategies and actions focusing on awareness, communication and cooperation in their draft business plan. AIPC is also planning to hire a full-time coordinator to manage the strategies and directions. AIPCs Board of Directors includes representation from industry, government and organizations. 

“The AIPC Business Plan helps us to focus on all of the priorities we’ve identified,” says Kim Nielsen, AIPC Vice-Chair. “Our goal is to make sure Albertans in general are aware of the impacts invasive plants have on everything – the environment, the economy and society. We can’t do this on our own, and have successfully linked with others with mutual interests to raise awareness and foster behavioral change.” 

Encouraging more research is another AIPC priority. “One of the missing pieces of science is to identify the habitat and ecological impacts from invasive plants, and to quantify biodiversity losses,” says Nielsen. “We’re working with the Alberta Weed Advisory Committee and other researchers to develop research strategies.”

As one of the leaders in Canada, AIPC’s mandate is to collaborate with provincial, national and international partners on various efforts. For more information about AIPC, go to: www.invasiveplants.ab.ca

Alberta Invasive Plants Council Hosts 2006 NAWMA Conference in Calgary

DECK: Industry and governments spend thousands of dollars annually on efforts to control invasive plants – costs that affect us all.

As host to the 2006 North American Weed Management Association (NAWMA) Conference, the Alberta Invasive Plants Council (AIPC) is excited about the program and events being planned. Under the theme “Invasive Plants – Risk Assessment and Ecological Integrity”, speakers from across Canada and the U.S. will be presenting new tools, strategies and research. The Conference runs September 18 to 21, 2006 at the Coast Plaza Hotel in Calgary, Alberta.

“We’re encouraging land managers from across North America, in particular parks personnel and managers from towns, cities and municipalities, policy makes, agriculture producers and organizations to attend this conference,” says Tim Dietzler, Conference Co-chair and AIPC Director. “Risk assessment is key, especially for us in Canada as we try to determine what we are trying to protect against.”  

Both the U.S. and Canadian federal governments will be presenting information on their federal strategies and selected Risk Assessment Tools. “In Alberta, we’re testing another Risk Assessment Tool, that will be explained and compared to the other models,” explains Dietzler. Another valuable session is the focus on national issues across U.S. and Canada. “Because weeds know no border, the interaction between countries is really important. We will find out who has what problems, how they are dealing with them and a reference point for future information and contact.” The U.S. and Canada have a history of working closely on harmonizing efforts, including pesticide approvals, mapping standards and approaches such as the Weed-Free Hay Programs. 

Another component of the conference is a Field School, with five infestation site stops planned. The history of each site, how the invasive plant arrived there, what control has been used and progress to date will be reviewed. Participants can gain Continuing Education Credits (CEU), which will be available for Certified Crop Advisors, Certified Manager of Invasive Plants and Pesticide Applicators. The Early Registration deadline is July 31, 2006. 
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The Alberta Invasive Plants Council (AIPC) is comprised of representatives from governments, industry, and grassroots organizations. Its intent is to provide credible information about Alberta’s invasive plants and to foster cooperation among stakeholders.

For more information, contact: 
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Tim Dietzler, AIPC Conference Co-Chair

(403) 520-1271

email: TDietzler@rockyview.ca
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